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German troops invaded Poland. WWII
begins.

Britain and France declare war on
Germany.

The Battle of France begins.

Allied forces are evacuated from Dunkirk
in France.

The Battle of Britain begins.

The Blitz begins.

Germany invades the USSR (Soviet
Union).

Japan bombs pearl harbour in the US.

The Dambusters bombing raid is carried
out.

The D-Day landings.

Germany surrenders to the Allies.

The US drops atomic bombs on 2 cities in
Japan.

End of WWIL.
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Winston Churchill was the
Prime Minister of Britain from
1940.

He is known for leading the
allies to victory during World
War Il

Churchill inspired the country
to keep fighting despite the bad
circumstances. He also helped
to create an alliance of Allied
Powers to help fight Germany.

Adolf Hitler was the leader
of Germany from 1933 -
1945. He was the leader of
the Nazi Party and became
a powerful dictator. He
wanted Germany to be the
most powerful empire and
to rule Europe. It was Hitler
who began World War Il by
invading Poland, in an
attempt to gain more land
and power.

Joseph Stalin was the
leader of the Soviet Union
(Russia) during World War
Il. Stalin came to power
through being a member of
the Communist Party and
from 1929 to 1953 he was
the dictator of the Soviet
Union. He is well known for
fighting the Germans, with
the Allies in World War Il.



TIMELINE OF THE HISTORY OF THE RAF IN WWII
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RATIONING
During World War Il, supply ships were targeted by German bombers and it was
necessary to conserve as much food as possible. Rationing meant that each
person was only allowed a fixed amount of foods. Ration books were issued, with
coupons that showed people how much of each item they were allowed.
Shopkeepers would remove or stamp the coupons when they were used. People
were also encouraged to ‘Dig for Victory' and grow as much of their own food as
possible. Petrol, soap, clothing and timber were also in short supply.

THE RAF

The Royal Air Force (RAF) is the United Kingdom's air force. It was formed towards the end of
World War | on 1st April 1918. The RAF was the largest air force in the world at the time and has
played a key role in British military history. It played a large role in the Second World War where it

fought its most famous battle, the Battle of Britain.
The Battle of Britain took place between 10th July 1940 and 31st October 1940. It was the @

ongoing battle between the RAF and the German airforce to control the skies above the British
Isles.




ANDERSON SHELTERS

Anderson Shelters were designed, during World War II, to keep
you safe during bombings. Anderson shelters were half buried
into the ground with earth heaped on top to protect you from
bomb blasts. They were effective at saving lives and preventing
major injuries during air raids. They were, however, cold and the
government had to issue guidelines about how to make the
Anderson Shelters more comfortable during winter months, to
ensure people stayed protected even in winter.

Anderson Shelters were made from 6 corrugated iron slates,
bolted together at the top with steel plates at either end.

SOCIETY IN Wwil
Men

Men aged between 19 and 30 were expected to fight in WWII,
unless they were medically unfit. Men would be called up to serve
their country, and would have to leave their jobs and their families
to join the fight, Men who did not fight, supported with the war
effort on the home front.

Women

With men away fighting, women had to take on jobs and roles only
men would have previously been allowed to do. They supported
with the war effort on the home front, being called up to work in
factories, on the land or in the armed forces. After the war, women
fought for more equal rights, after having proved themselves while
then men were away fighting. :

During WWII, many children who lived in cities were evacuated to
the countryside where it was believed they would be safer from
bombings and air raids. They would have to leave their families
and homes to stay with a host family.

‘THE END OF WWiI
The 8th of May 1945 officially marked the end of World War I, in
Europe. This came after Germany’s surrender, the news of which
quickly spread throughout the world. This marks what we now know
as VE Day (Victory in Europe Day). People gathered in the streets,
hugging one another and celebrating the end of the horrific conflict
that had taken over the world for the past 6 years.
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